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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DURBAN 00443 111103Z 
17 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 

FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 RSC-01 CG-00 COA-01 DLOS-05 

SWF-01 SS-15 L-02 H-02 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 /072 W 

023177 

R 111045Z DEC 74 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1868 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0443 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, SF 

SUBJ: WORST-EVER SHIPPING CONGESTION AT DURBAN HARBOR 
REF: DURBAN A-95 

1. CONGESTION AT DURBAN HARBOR NOW WORST EVER WITH OVER 70 
SHIPS OCCUPYING EVERY AVAILABLE BERTH INSIDE PORT AND 40 MORE 
ANCHORED OUTSIDE FACING DELAYS UP TO 14 DAYS. 

2. REASONS FOR CURRENT SEVERE BUILD-UP INCLUDE: 

A) IMPOSITION OF CONGESTION SURCHARGES IDENTICAL TO 
DURBAN AT OTHER S.A. PORTS. ELIMINATING EARLIER 
COST ADVANTAGES, AGAIN MAKE DURBAN, CLOSEST TO 
WITWATERSRAND, LOGICAL PORT FOR MAJORITY SHIPMENTS. 

B) RECENT PROLONGED RAINS HAVE HAMPERED CARGO HANDLING 
ACTIVITY. PROBABLE THAT RAIN WILL CONTINUE TO DIS- 
RUPT ACTIVITIES PERIODICALLY AS NOW RAINY SEASON. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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C) CARGO VOLUME NORMALLY INCREASES TOWARDS YEAR END, 
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PARTLY DUE CHRISTMAS IMPORTS. 

3. SIGNIFICANT EASING OF CONGESTION DURING NEXT FEW WEEKS 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

BERG 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PORT CONGESTION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 11 DEC 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974DURBAN00443 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740359-0543 
From: DURBAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 244/aaaablwc. tel 

Line Count: 66 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 74 DURBAN A-95 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRPI 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUN 2002 by colstocv>; APPROVED <29 JAN 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WORST-EVER SHIPPING CONGESTION AT DURBAN HARBOR 
TAGS: EWWT, SF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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